PBAGMATISM

perception tests whether the judgment ' corre-
sponds ' with the reality perceived, and so goes to
validate or disprove the claim. But the limits
within which this correspondence works are very
strait. It applies only to such judgments as are
anticipations of perception,* and will test a truth-
claim only where there is willingness to act on it.
It implies an experiment, and is not a wholly intel-
lectual process.

The superiority of the ' correspondence' theory
over the belief in ' intuitions' lies in its insis-
tence that thought is not to audit its own accounts.
Its success or failure depends upon factors external
to it, which establish the truth or falsehood of
its claims. No such guarantee is offered by the
nest theory, which is known as the ' consistence '
or * coherence' theory. In order to avoid the
difficulty which wrecked the * correspondence'
theory, that of making the truth of an assertion
reside in an inexperienceable relation to an un-
attainable reality, this view maintains that an
idea is true if it is consistent with the rest of our
thoughts, and so can be fitted with them into a
coherent system. No doubt a coherence among
our ideas is a convenience and a part of their

* Each perception, however, contains much that is supplied
by the mind, not * given' to it.